To: Cote, Mel[Cote.Mel@epa.gov]; Lyons, Regina[Lyons.Regina@epa.gov], Negron,
Nesmarie[Negron.Nesmarie@epa.gov]; Balla, Richard[Balla.Richard@epa.gov]; Price-Fay, Michelle[Price-
Fay.Michelle@epa.gov]; Thomas, Chris[Thomas.Chris@epa.govi; Ellington,
Natalie[Ellington.Natalie@epa.gov]; Nuhfer, Mark[Nuhfer.Mark@epa.gov}; McCormick,
Karen[McCormick.Karen@epa.gov}; Ziegler, Sam[Ziegler.Sam@epa.gov]; Murchie,
Peter[Murchie.Peter@epa.gov}

From: Smith, Bernicel

Sent: Fri 3/31/2017 1:48:03 PM

Subject: Outcome of Congressional Estuary Caucus

Final 3-30-17 EPA Presentation to Congressional Estuary Caucus.ppt

Hello Regional colleagues. The Federal Panel discussion for the Congressional Estuary Caucus
was a great success. The panelists were introduced to Rep. Posey who gave opening remarks.
There was a full room of attendees, primarily staffers, and a few federal staff from FWS, NOAA
and EPA [Marcus Zobrist, Surabhi Shah, Denis Borum (OCIR)]. Rich Innes and Stan Hales
(who elaborated on Barnegat Bay’s work in partnership with the Jacque Cousteau NERR) were
also in attendance.

Two questions were directed to EPA. One from Rep. Heck’s staff regarding the importance of
federal funding in bringing others to the table to address estuary challenges and another from
Rep. Posey’s staff on how our federal grantees learn from one another as they address similar
challenges (also directed to NERRS). After the panel discussion ended the room was a buzz
about the importance of our work and how it needs to continue. A few staffers came up to me
and expressed appreciation. Attached is EPA’s final presentation.

There will be a reception on May 3™ to celebrate the establishment of the Congressional Estuary
Caucus (all are invited— awaiting details). There will also be a closed session — panel of NEP
Directors who will speak before the Congressional Estuary Caucus on May 4th.

Thanks so much for your dedication and that of your staff in making the NEP a successful
program. Have a great day and weekend!

Bernice

Bernice L. Smith, Ph.D.

Chief, Coastal Management Branch
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Oceans and Coastal Protection Division
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 4504T
Washington, D.C. 20460

Phone: 202-566-1244

Fax: 202-566-1336

http://water.epa.gov/type/oceb/nep/index.cfm
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